Electricity to Run
BMTC Fleetin
o Years: DyCM

Proposal looks ambitious because there's not
a single electric bus in BMTC's 6.5k bus fleet

Bengaluru: Over the next five
years, the state government will
phaseout diesel busesdeployed for
public transport in Bengaluru,
deputy chief minister G
Parameshwara said on Tuesday,
giving hope to citizens long com-
plaining about rising polintion.

The city will, instead, have elec-
tric buses for public transport,
Parameshwara, who also holds the
Bengaluru development portolio,
said after opening the eighth edi-
tion of ‘Bus World India 2018, an
exhibltion of buses here at the in-
ternational exhibltion centre near
Peenya. Companies including Tata
Motors, MG Antomotives, Force
Motors and Olectra (formerly
Goldstone) showcased their latest
passenger vehicles and Innova-
tionsduring the event.

“Over 70 lakh vehicles use
Bengalururoadsevery day andour
roads were not built to take so
muchof trafficload. Weregunirean
efficient public transport system
including buses. There 1sa propos-
al with our government to replace
all buses with electric buses in
about five years,” Parameshwara
said. His comment of converting
the BMTC fleet in five years ap-
pears to be ambitions as none of
the BMTC's 6,500 buses is electric.
Though the corporation had intro-

sis in 2014, the services were sus-
pended in three months and it did
notventure intobuyingsuch buses
due tohigh costand maintenance.

Last year, the transport utility
changed its mind and initiated the
process of purchasing electric
buses as the Union government
had come out with a subsidy. In
February, Hyderabad-based
Olectra Greentech was listed to
providesobuses to the BMTC but it

has not awarded the work yet.

Transport experts believe that
converting the fleet into electric is
a step in the right direction but
point ont that it could take much
longertime. “Prodoction and avail-
ability of electric vehicles is a real
challenge. Though it's good to have
gnals such as this, the government
should encourage production and
impartof electric vehicles,” urban-
Ist Ashwin Mahesh said.

duced an electric bus on a pilot ba-



