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recent innovation shown was the ZF-Eco-
life automatic transmission that now fea-
tures a start/stop function. This permits
fuel savings of up to 10 percent in diesel-
powered city buses. 

Attracting a great deal of attention was
ZF’s AVE 130 electric portal axle. With the
movement towards electric buses, this axle
has become increasingly popular. It incor-
porates electric motors in the wheels for
propulsion. This frees up space in the vehi-
cle by eliminating the need for a driveline

and related components. It also provides
an option for several types of electrical
power including overhead wires, hybrid,
battery and fuel cell. ZF introduced the
next evolutionary stage of the AVE 130
axle with increased performance and
torque values.

Busworld is scheduled in Kortrijk, Bel-
gium every two years. The next event is
planed for October 20-25, 2017. Other Bus-
world events at other locations that may
be of interest include the following: Bus-

world in Istanbul, Turkey, April 14-17, 2016
– Busworld in Beijing, China, May 23-25,
2016 – Busworld in Moscow, Russia, Octo-
ber 25-27, 2016 – Busworld in Bengaluru,
India, November 10-12, 2016 – and Bus-
world in Medellin Latin America on
December 5-7, 2016. ❑

ZF just celebrated their 100th year and is a regular participant at Busworld. Their booth showed
several of their products and components including their popular AVE 130 electric portal axle with
electric motors in the wheels. ZF also offers a wide range of other products including steering and
transmissions. BUSWORLD.
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An interesting devel-
opment during this
Busworld was a spe-
cial transit test opera-
tion. Van Hool pro-
vided two new
Exqui.City tram buses
built for Martinique to
De Lijn, the local Bel-
gian transit operator,
who ran them
between the Expo
Center and the rail-
road station in down-
town Kortrijk. As
many as 14,000 pas-
sengers took advan-
tage of this special
operation during Bus-
world. BUSWORLD.
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