Press information

Volvo agrees with European electric bus
manufacturers on open interface for charging
Volvo and the European bus manufacturers Irizar, Solaris and VDL have agreed
to ensure the interoperability of electric buses with charging infrastructure
provided by ABB, Heliox and Siemens. The objective is to ensure an open
interface between electric buses and charging infrastructure and to facilitate the
introduction of electric bus systems in European cities.

“It is a very important decision that has been taken by some of the most important actors
on the electric bus market. The interface is open to use by all suppliers of electric buses
and charging infrastructure. European cities can now rest assured that the different
systems are compatible with one another and that lock-in effects are avoided. Thereby
we have created the preconditions for an accelerated transfer to electric bus systems in
the cities, said Håkan Agnevall, President Volvo Buses.
European bus manufacturers Irizar, Solaris, VDL and Volvo have together with charging
system suppliers ABB, Heliox and Siemens agreed to an open, transparent and voluntary
approach. Common, preferred interfaces will be opened-up for all market participants and
will be used for electric buses with so called opportunity charging (fast charging at end
stops) and for overnight charged electric buses.
The group is committed to contribute to European standardization activities and to share
experiences with CEN/CENELEC and ISO/IEC in order to establish a common
European standard for electric bus systems. The public transport community is preparing
for electric buses in Europe and standardization activities have started via the European
body (CEN-CENELEC) and via the international organization for standardization
(ISO/IEC). European standards are expected to come in place 2019 and international
standards in 2020.

2016-03-15

For further information, please contact:
Helena Lind, Manager Media Relations, Volvo Bus Corporation
Phone: +46 (0)31-323 62 57

Volvo Bus Corporation
Corporate Communications
SE-405 08 Göteborg
Sweden

Telephone
+ 46 (0)31 66 80 00

Web
www.volvobuses.com

Volvo Buses is one of the world’s leading bus manufacturers, with a strong focus on vehicles and systems for long-term
sustainable public transport. The product range includes complete transport solutions, city buses, intercity buses and
tourist coaches, as well as services in financing, vehicle servicing, vehicle diagnostics and traffic information. Volvo
Buses is part of Volvo Group, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction machines as
well as drive systems for marine and industrial applications. Volvo Group also provides complete financing solutions. For
more information visit http://www.volvobuses.com
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